HOUSE ON
THE HILL
Kodaikanal, Tamil Nadu
6 GUESTS
3 BEDROOMS
3.5 BATHS

Rated by Architectural
Digest Magazine as one of the
most beautiful homes in India

Families with older children or
a small group of friends
will enjoy the stunning design,
and modern luxuries
◼ LUXUNLOCK.COM
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House on the Hill is one of the most iconic
private homes in the Palani Hills, set in a
pear orchard on a quiet hillside away from
the buzz of downtown Kodaikanal. Enjoy
relaxing days doing yoga in the garden,
reading a book under the shade of a pear
tree, lighting-up a bonfire or doing a BBQ
under the stars with friends. We
recommend a mixture of staying in at
home and some time out doing walks or
hikes in the hills and meeting interesting
artisanal food producers in the Palani
Hills.
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OVERVIEW
◼

Rated by Architectural Digest Magazine as one of the
most beautiful homes in India, House On The Hill is a
thoroughly modern-day luxury version of the old
country stone cottage of Kodaikanal. Located at the
top of a hill amongst pear trees in a not-so-tamed
landscape, every aspect of the house lets in the views
of the valley and hill opposite, the landscaped garden,
and the forest beyond.
Built about 6 years ago for a single lady and her
friends and family, it was first inspired by a luxury vacation in the Australian Highlands, where she stayed at
a modern two-level villa built on a mountainside. This
3-bedroom luxury vacation home merges beautifully
with the steep gradient of the land it sits on, hiding it
from the outside, but giving you panoramic views from
the inside.
Built on two levels, the upper level comprises two
wings. The west wing has the ingenious entrance and
water body, and houses a stunning open-plan living
and dining space with floor-to-ceiling glass doors on
its wide northern and southern sides - letting in beautiful views. A large covered open deck on the northern
side is the perfect outdoors location for meditation
and reading. The core of the west wing is the internal
and external kitchen, the store and the powder room.
A vestibule leads to the east wing which houses the
Master Suite. This comprises the master bedroom, ensuite bath and dressing room, and a private TV and
study lounge.
A grand staircase leads you to the lower level, which
was tucked under the upper level due to the slope of
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6 GUESTS 3 BEDROOMS 3.5 BATHS
◼
the land. At the bottom, you will find two bedrooms
with ensuite baths and dressing rooms, separated by
another TV lounge that opens onto its own verandah
that surveys the south side landscape. A small staff
room with ensuite bath is available for accompanying
care givers or female employees.
There are so many ways to enjoy this house on the hill.
Open plan living and dining spaces encourage you to
celebrate togetherness with family and friends. Or perhaps to appreciate the fine attention to detail in design
and thoughtfulness - from heated towel rods, the
large walk-in dressing rooms, portable heaters, and
the beautiful décor. Admire the beautiful Bhutanese
runner which graces the dining sideboard and see
how well it matches with the trio of abstract paintings
done by a local Dutch artist who resides in Kodaikanal.
Kodaikanal tends to work up irresistible visuals of tall
pine trees swaying in the wind, the wispy smoke-filled
fragrance of burning eucalyptus leaves, row boats on
the beautiful lake, and meadows filled with belltinkling cows and quaint cottages. You can take all of
this as you explore this hill town on guided walks &
hikes, scenic self-drives & picnic hampers filled with
local artisanal cheeses, preserves, breads and cakes.
For those looking for some colonial repast, an introduction to one of the local clubs can enable a round of
billiards, badminton or golf.
With such a beautiful & private home to have privileged access to, we recommend a healthy mix of staying at home and some time out exploring the Palani
Hills.
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6 GUESTS 3 BEDROOMS 3.5 BATHS
4000 SQ FEET INDOORS 1 ACRE OUTDOORS

GROUNDS

UPPER LEVEL

◼

◼

• House on the Hill is located within a quiet private
estate of pear trees about 15 minutes from the Kodaikanal lake. A steep driveway within the gated
entrance leads you to the front of the house with
open parking for 2-3 cars on the grass. For guests
with mobility issues, one car can park right outside
Master Suite French doors, so guests can walk directly into bedroom.

• Two external gathering areas are available. One is
on the upper level and is a covered deck with a
wide lawn in front of it. Outdoor furniture and a built
in bar counter is available. The lawn is perfect for
bonfires (a bonfire cupola and stand are available,
so the grass does not get scorched). A Weber BBQ
grill is available in the Storage Room. Firewood
available.

• Lower level has outdoor covered deck which over-

• Main entrance (1) takes you into a water-court (2)
and onto a verandah (3) which leads to the glassenveloped combined living and dining room (4).

• Living room is large with seating for more than 10
guests, large centre coffee table. Portable heater
available. Stunning floor to ceiling glass doors on
both sides - one with a view of the hills, and one
which opens to the deck, garden and orchard.

• Dining space is open-plan and contiguous with the
living room. Long rectangular 8-seater dining table
and a sideboard cabinet suitable for food service
and as a bar.

• Modern fully-equipped kitchen with cooking station powered by gas. Fitted with oven, microwave,
dishwasher and single basin with hot water. To be
used for breakfast and western-style food only.

◼

• Adjacent large external kitchen (7) with cooking
station and gas for Indian food. Expansive courtyard
and wash area which can be used for drying laundry too. Staff entrance and opens to garden

• Pantry and laundry room with front-loading washing machine, dryer & ironing station with steam iron.

• .Powder room located between storage room and
Master Suite.

• Master Suite consists of bedroom, ensuite bathroom, walk-in wardrobe, and a TV lounge. Bedroom
has king bed, heating, and storage with doors leading direct to garden. Ensuite bathroom has heating,
separate shower and WC cubicles, floor to ceiling
windows. TV Lounge with flatscreen TV, Tata Sky
and WiFi and seating.

looks the driveway coming up from the entrance
gates. Ideal for guests staying in the lower level
bedrooms or seated in the lower level lounge.

• The upper end of the property is set in a fruit orchard with an upward gradient and suitable for a
short walk or to find a shaded tree to sit under. Perfect for a picnic.

• Staff accommodation block with sleeping quarters,
bathroom and toilet, located by the main entrance
gate.
◼ LUXUNLOCK.COM
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LOWER LEVEL
◼

◼

• Stairs lead from upper level down to the lower
level which contains 2 bedrooms, a staff room, a
TV and reading lounge, and a covered deck.

• 2nd bedroom to the right of the staircase has a
King Bed with adjustable headrest, floor-toceiling windows on two sides with views of trees
and forest. Bedside tables and heating included.
There is a walk-in wardrobe and dressing room,
and a large ensuite bathroom with separate
bathtub and shower area. Heated towel rod.

• Lower level TV lounge has comfortable seating
with flatscreen TV and Tata Sky for reading and
catching up on Netflix. Wifi included.

• 3rd bedroom has King Bed, bedside tables and
floor-to-ceiling glass doors leading to the covered deck with views of driveway and pear trees.
Ensuite walk-in wardrobe and dressing room and
an ensuite bathroom with separate shower area.
Heating in room.

• There is a small Staff Room adjacent to the TV
lounge for 1 accompanying female staff member
or a nurse/care-giver. Ensuite bathroom with
toilet, shower and hot water.
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NEARBY ATTRACTIONS

HOW TO SPEND YOUR TIME

◼

◼

• Poombarai (scenic drive, terraced villages, temple)
40-50 minutes

• Mannavanur (scenic drive, sheep & rabbit farms,
picnics) 60-70 minutes

• Palani (temple on the rock) 2 hours
• Dindigul (fort, cigars, and flower market) 2.5 hours
• Madurai (temples, street food, architecture) 3 hours
• Closest Railhead: Kodai Road Station 2 hours

• Closest Airport: Madurai 3 hours

P: 91 98400 60393

and meet local residents and city-slickers. A cup of
masala chai at one of the lakeside shops is the perfect midway stop.

• Take a wooden row boat and explore all five
“fingers” of the Kodai Lake. Hire a boatman and
learn how to row.

• Go on nature walks with Vijay, arguably the most
knowledgeable person in Kodaikanal on its flora
and fauna.

• There are several half and full-day guided hikes

TRAVELLING WITH LUXUNLOCK
Each LuxUnlock Villa Experience includes the
professional Travel Planning of of our 25-year
luxury parent company, Milesworth Journeys ,
and supported by our LUL Concierge. We work
closely with you to develop a Trip Itinerary that
reflects your personal interests. From the
moment you book a LUL Villa until you return
home, you have continuous access to our
curated circle of tour guides and domain experts
and a host of wonderful, authentic, and unique
experiences.

◼ LUXUNLOCK.COM

• Early morning walks around the Kodaikanal Lake

with local experts ranging from easy to challenging.

• Spend an afternoon with a local artist in her studio
learning about her technique and what inspires her.

• Visit artisanal food producers - from organic coffee
estate tours, cheese factory visits, vegetable farms,
permaculture, and learning to bake bread.

• Play badminton, billiards or a round of golf at one of
the local Clubs.

• Explore the bazaar & the Sunday Farmers Market
• Go on scenic self-drives with a picnic hamper.
• Light a bonfire at home or enjoy a good BBQ.
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VILLA INSIGHTS
•

◼
Electricity supply by the government is both erratic
and of poor quality throughout the year in Kodaikanal. Do expect frequent power cuts through-out
the day. The house comes with a full-back diesel
genset, but it is a manual change-over, which is
done by the onsite caretaker, when requested. The
house comes with one full tank of diesel. Subsequent refills are at your own cost. A UPS ensures
uninterrupted WiFi.

• Water is highly scarce in Kodaikanal and the house
does not have a municipal water connection. It depends upon rainwater storage and external water
tanker supply. The caretaker will ensure that water
is available at all times. Please use water prudently.

• Complimentary WiFi is available throughout the

•

◼
Increasingly, monkeys have also be-come a menace and be careful as they do raid indoor spaces
looking for food.

• There are two kitchens - one modern indoors and
one traditional external. Please note that the indoor
kitchen is to be used for western cooking only. For
Indian food, the external kitchen must be used.

• Staff accommodation is available. There is one staff
room with ensuite bathroom on the lower level.
This is for any caregiver or an accompanying female staff only. For accompanying male staff, there
is space for 1 person in the staff block which is
shared with the night duty caretaker and has a bath
and toilet. Should your male staff need own accommodation, it must be sought outside the premises.

house. Please discuss your particular connectivity
needs before booking. TATA Sky Satellite TV is
available in both lounges.

• Heating is available in all rooms with portable heaters, electric blankets and heated towel rods. All
bathrooms have hot water from individual hot water geysers.

• Guests have access to the washing machine, dryer
and ironing facility.

• Kodaikanal has a major human animal conflict
problem with Indian bison. Due to habitat destruction and lack of predators, bison numbers have increased and they often are found in residential and
public areas. Please be careful when walking.
◼ LUXUNLOCK.COM
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INCLUDED IN THE VILLA
◼
HEAT 05 heaters, 02 electric blankets, and 02 heated
towel rods;
ELECTRICITY and full back-up DieselGenset (manual
change-over and includes one fill of fuel of 65 litres)
plus UPS & Inverter for WiFi;
FIREWOOD & BBQ firewood supply for outdoor bonfire, Weber BBQ grill with limited supply of briquettes;
COOKING GAS;
WATER main water supply and drinking water (local
brand only);
INTERNET complimentary WiFi broadband access at
50MBPS speed;
DAILY CLEANING daily room cleaning, bathroom
cleaning, bed making; light cleaning of house;
FINAL CLEANING; LINEN CHANGE weekly bed & bath
linen changing;
LAUNDRY self-service laundry;
WELCOME DINNER courtesy of LUL, Indian vegetarian
or non-vegetarian (rice, two vegetarian, one nonvegetarian), excluding beverages;
BASIC SUPPLIES basic supplies are available free such
as drinking water cans, toilet paper;
STARTER SUPPLIES such as liquid soap, shampoo and
shower gel; sugar, salt, basic Indian spices, tea, coffee,
cooking oil, washing machine detergent, kitchen
cleaning consumables;
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STAFF ACCOMMODATION one staff room with ensuite
bathroom for 1 female staff member at the lower level
of house, shared staff accommodation near gate for 1
additional male staff of your own shared with property
night security guard; toilet and bath (hot water included) for additional male staff; BYO staff linen; external
staff accommodation available near property at your
own cost

AVAILABLE AT THE VILLA
◼

GENSET extra fuel beyond the first fuel fill on actual
consumption;
DAILY CLEANING Additional housekeeping service
available at Rs 300 per part or full-day,
BREAKFAST; LUNCH; DINNER; MEALS Cook is available for basic Indian cooking at Rs 750 service fees per
meal (up to 6 pax); cost of food extra; 24 hours notice
needed
GRATUITIES (TIPS) housekeeper to be paid at Rs 300
per day of stay, security guard/gardener at Rs 200 per
week of stay. All extras to be settled in CASH only.
LUL CONCIERGE SERVICE such as Advance Provisioning of the kitchen; shopping for basic provisions during
your stay; arranging trips and experiences available at
an extra charge
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